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2nd October 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are now in full swing at Chagford Primary, and | continue to be incredibly impressed by
the hard work, positive attitudes and enthusiasm shown by our pupils each day.

Over the past few weeks, we have placed a strong focus on embedding our Team Stop
Signal across the school. Every class has been practising this important part of our
behaviour system, helping to ensure that learning time is calm, purposeful and consistent. It
has been wonderful to see how quickly pupils have responded and how effectively they are
using this routine.

Alongside this, we have been focusing on presentation and the development of key
foundational skills. Across the school, pupils are working hard to write neatly on the line,
form their letters and numbers correctly, and remember to underline and date their work
consistently. These may seem like small details, but they play an important role in
supporting learning, building pride in work and helping pupils achieve their very best.

This week, we practised our fire drill procedure and | was extremely proud of how sensibly
and calmly the pupils moved out of the building to our designated assembly point on the
playground. The children listened carefully to instructions and demonstrated our school
values throughout the drill.

As part of our ongoing commitment to safeguarding, we will be practising our lockdown
procedure on Tuesday 6th October. | will discuss this with the children during assembly
beforehand and ensure it is carried out in a calm, safe and reassuring manner. For this
practice, we will use a child-friendly scenario involving a pony entering the school grounds,
requiring everyone to remain safely in their classrooms while Mr Green deals with the
situation. The purpose of the drill is to help pupils understand the procedures we would
follow in an emergency and to ensure that everyone feels confident and prepared.

| am also delighted to share that we have recently established links with the Dry River
Charity, which supports Ntilal Primary School in the remote, semi-arid Samburu region of
Kenya. We are looking forward to learning more about life at the school and helping our
pupils develop a greater understanding of the wider world. We are also hoping to support
the charity's work to provide the school with a borehole, giving the community access to
running water on site. You can find out more about the charity’'s work on the Dry River
Charity website. We will share further details with families about how our school community
can become involved.

Safeguarding remains our highest priority. Our safeguarding team consists of myself as
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), alongside Chloe Brooks-Warner and Beverley Pickett-
Jones, who are our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads (DDSLs). Pupils know that they
can speak to any member of the team if they have a worry or concern, and we encourage
parents and carers to contact us if they have any safeguarding questions or concerns.
Working together helps us ensure that all children are safe, happy and supported.
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https://www.dryriverchildren.org/
https://www.dryriverchildren.org/

| am also pleased to report that our school attendance currently stands at 97.9%, which is
above national expectations. This is a fantastic achievement and reflects the commitment of
our families to ensuring children attend school regularly and on time. Good attendance is one
of the most important factors in helping children succeed. If you are experiencing any
difficulties with attendance or morning routines, please do not hesitate to speak with your

child's teacher or contact me directly. We are always here to help and work alongside
families to find solutions.

As always, thank you for your continued support. The partnership between home and school

is incredibly important, and we are grateful for everything you do to support the children and
the wider school community.

Kind regards

Mr Green

Christmas Fundraiser Coming Soon!

We know it's early, but the children have
already been getting creative with some
festive artwork! Mr Bevan-Smith is once again
leading our Christmas fundraising project, with
the children’s designs being transformed into
Christmas cards, mugs, gift tags and more.
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Order forms will come home in the next few
weeks with details on how to purchase. Every
order helps raise funds for our school while
celebrating your child's creativity.
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Keep an eye out for more information!

Save the Date -
PTFA Halloween Event Thursday 22" October




Forest School with Mr Frewin

We’ve had a fantastic time in forest school this week. Using our keen
observation skills during bug hunts and carefully selecting
complimentary autumn colours when making mandalas.

With the change in weather, we’ve also had to
be resilient and persevere when lighting our fires- damp would
certainly doesn’t burn but when there’s the opportunity to roast
marshmallows, even the impossible can be possible.

We were also visited by beautiful amphibian and if you look carefully
you can see our golden toad nestled in the ivy.







Class Blogs

Birch Year 4/5

Another excellent two weeks in Birch Class! It's wonderful to see just how quickly the
children have settled back into school life. They have embraced their learning with
enthusiasm and a positive attitude, and | have been incredibly impressed by their
commitment and effort across all areas of the curriculum. It was also a pleasure to
meet so many of you during last week's parent consultations and to share what has
been such a positive start to the year.

In Science, the children have been learning about the classification of living things.
They have explored the characteristics of different animals and plants and have used
classification keys to help group and identify organisms. To understand classification
keys, we also used biscuits to explore how we can sort items based on their features.
In Spelling, we have been focusing on those tricky words that do not always follow
familiar spelling patterns. The children have particularly enjoyed practising these
through a fun, game-based version of noughts and crosses, which has helped them
identify and correct common spelling mistakes.

During our weekly double PE session, the children have been developing their
basketball skills, focusing on passing and dribbling techniques. They have also been
building their communication and teamwork skills through our Adventurous Outdoor
Activities unit, where they have been using maps and following routes around the
school grounds.

On Thursday, the class had the exciting opportunity to take part in an online poetry

workshop with the one and only Michael Rosen. The session was engaging, inspiring
and gave the children a wonderful insight into the world of poetry. It was a fantastic
experience that the class thoroughly enjoyed and will lend itself to our future writing
unit on kenning poems!




Oak Year 3/4

As the leaves begin to change, the weather starts to cool (marginally) and the sound
of clacking conkers fill the air of the playground. We can begin to say the first weeks of
school and the bedding in period for Oak class is coming to end.

We're so proud of how all the Oakies have begun the start of their studies and shown
what fantastic little learners they all are.

In our English writing sessions we have finished our first text The first drawing by
Mordicai Gerstein, and we are currently rewriting the narrative. We are making it our
own by changing it from a 2nd person to a Ist person narrative and making sure we
use expanded noun phrases to paint vivid images of animals that our chief
protagonist sees in the flickering firelight upon their homely family cave wall. The
children’s grasp of descriptive language has been really impressive, as they delve
into the central character’s psyche that inspires him to create the first drawings of
human history. Check out some of their writing in the examples shown.

In maths the children have been focusing on the different parts of 3-digit numbers-
partitioning them into hundreds, tens and ones in a variety of ways. They have had
great success in ordering 3-digit numbers onto number lines up to 1000 and used this
knowledge to reason where they belong in relation to fixed halfway points.

More work still needs to be done in determining where halfway points are on blank
number lines and using their estimates to place numbers that aren’t multiples of 10 or
100. Plenty of counting through tens and hundred boundaries will help cement their
knowledge and iron out some misconceptions.

In science the Oakies have had great fun identifying rocks and categorising them by
their properties. They’'ve successfully made the links as to why certain rocks are used
for different purposes such as why soft chalk is best used for drawing and why
impermeable slate is best used as a roof on a building.

We've also looked at how rocks are formed and learned what sedimentary, igneous
and metamorphic rocks are. Do you know the difference between lava and magma?
And which type of rock it is? These are just a couple of examples of the questions your
little ones have been tackling.

We have also enjoyed exploring the British Isles in Geography and we have learnt
about the different regions that make up the UK. We can locate where Devon is on a
map, as well as Chagford. We have also started looking at political and physical
maps and understanding how to identify where countries are as well as their physical
features, such as mountains, rivers and lakes. We are looking forward to exploring
more in our next few lessons.

We've also been busy in forest school. So far the Oakies have been learning how to
collect the correct fuel for a fire, big hunting and identifying, making mandalas and
everyone's favourite- roasting marshmallows.

It's been a great term so far, filed with enriching discussions and facts being
accurately recalled. We can’'t wait to see all of this newfound knowledge built upon
and further connections made between concepts.
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Ash ReceptionfYear1

This week in EYFS, we have been exploring what it means to belong. In our Religion and
World Views lessons with Mr Payne, we have been learning about the many different
groups we are part of. These include our families, our school community, our religions and
even the clubs and activities we enjoy outside of school.

We talked about how belonging helps us feel valued, happy and special. The children have
enjoyed drawing and colouring pictures of the groups they belong to, including ballet
clubs, football teams, families and friendship groups.

It has been wonderful to see so many new friendships blossoming in Early Years already.
We are incredibly proud of how kind and welcoming the children have been, and we look
forward to watching these friendships continue to grow throughout the year.




Beech Year1/2

Beech Class have enjoyed another wonderful couple of weeks settling into the rhythms of
Year 1/2. In English, the class are ready to write their own adventures of Naughty Bus,

currently our class book, whilst in Maths, understanding of Place Value has been our focus
including getting the know the new mathematical symbols for less than and greater than.

In Computing, we are looking at computer systems, and all enjoyed the very enormous
challenge of logging onto a Chromebook which is by no means a small feat of resilience
and perseverance! In Religion and World Views the class have been thinking about what it
means to belong to a faith community.

Beech Class took part in the National Poetry Day live lesson with Michael Rosen this week.
They were thrilled to see him in a "Facetime” as we had shared two of his poems that
morning. This is the class poem we wrote:

Wonder is:

Being on Dartmoor

On the moor

Wild horses

On the beach

At Nanny's

My pony

Learning about history
My puppy

How such tiny flowers can make such big air for us
Sucking on a sponge

And here is a poem composed during the lesson by Maddy in Year I:

To be together makes the world feel better.
You can be together

To make a community

It's lovely to have a world

It's lovely to have green underneath

The world is happy as it can be.

It is sometimes loud

And sometimes quiet.

It's lovely to have our world.




Adventures at Preschool

What a wonderful two weeks we have had in pre-school! We have been busy exploring,
talking, creating and learning all about our senses and how we use them every day. We have
been exploring our five senses through lots of exciting activities and experiences. We have
been: Using our sense of taste while enjoying our snacks and talking about the foods we like
and don't like. Using our sense of smell when smelling our delicious, cooked lunch.

Using our hands to build towers and talking about our “Kind Hands” display. The children also
used their hands to feel different natural objects in our tuff tray and described the different
textures they could feel.

Using our ears during our daily listening games, stories and carpet-time activities. They were
Looking carefully at themselves in the mirror while creating their own self-portraits. The
children talked about their facial features and the different senses we use. We have also
been developing our early maths skills,

While the children enjoyed tracing numbers in the sand using paintbrushes and finding and
counting objects hidden in the sand.We have also been practising counting from 1-10, with
some children using our fingers to help them count. We will continue to enjoy our daily
listening games during carpet time, helping us to develop our listening and attention skills.

All About Me

This week we have been talking about our favourite things. The children have been sharing
their favourite activities at pre-school, talking about their favourite snacks and foods, and
discussing foods they like and don't like. They have also been sharing what their favourite
colours and books are. The children have been creating their very own little “All About Me”
booklets with support from an adult. It has been wonderful to hear the children confidently
talking about themselves, their families and sharing their interests with their friends.

We are always incredibly proud of our children in pre-school. They have been articulate,
enthusiastic and excited to learn, and it has been lovely to see them trying new activities,
tasting new foods alongside their friends, sharing their ideas and developing their
confidence.

A huge well done to everyone for another fantastic couple of weeks!
Next week, we will be learning all about Harvest and beginning to explore the special people

who make up our families.

We hope you all have a fabulous weekend filled with fun, laughter and special time with
family and friends. @

Have a lovely weekend!

From all of us in Pre-School
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St Michael the Archangel Chagford

FAMILIES@4

1** Sunday of the month 4.00 pm

4.00 pm: September 6, October 4", November |*




Green
Libraries
4 Week

TOY REPAIR WORKSHOP
WITH PROPER JOB

CHAGFORD LIBRARY
24TH OCTOBER
10.150R 11.30

LIBRARY MEMBERS £3, NON-MEMBERS £5

FOR AGES 8-1
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AUTUMN LITTER PICK
@  CHAGFORD
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Meet at Endecott House for the Health & Safety Briefing.
Equipment will be provided / All ages are welcome,
Refreshments will be available for all pickers

CHAGFORD ggane
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HALLOWEEN FAMILY CRAFTING & BAKING

TUESDAY 27TH OCTOBER 2PM - 4PM
- JUBILEE HALL, CHAGFORD ‘

THE SPOOKIEST THING ABOUT HALLOWEEN IS THE WASTE!

Come along and make some Halloween decorations from things that might
otherwise be thrown away. A fun family crafting session, with home-baked
Halloween treats too!

Experience tHalloween withoul the waste!

Trick or treat at Chagford Library afterwards!

to book go 1o www.proper-job.orglevents = @M" i B oo
TLUrD =
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FROM 7PM, QUIZ TO START AT
7.30PM SHARP!

" 191 TOINCLUDE AN INTERVAL SUPPER OF /" o
NJERP'S TRADITIONAL KENYAN® [ ;€75 0%
STEW AND CHAPATIS

ﬂ J’ THE EVENING WILL CONCLUDE

WITH A RAFFLE AND LIVE MUSIC %

- 2@ £10/PERSON (iriinictls | 2e5ons 3

E (5| BOOK YOUR TEAMS ONLINE [,

https://ticketlab.app/event/39659-DRY-RIVER-CHILDREN-QUIZ-tickets ’; : gl
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Pupil Absence Reporting

If your child is absent from school, please notify us
before the start of the school day.

Email is the best way of doing this:
admin@chagfordprimary.org.uk

or you can call us on:

01647 432412 THANK YOU

8!, School Lunch Bookings

Please remember to book your child’s school lunch by 9:30am each day, or send them
in with a packed lunch. Missing bookings make it tricky for our kitchen team to plan and
prepare meals. Thank you for helping us keep things running smoothly!

Dartmoor
Multi Acaclemy
lrust

.Bveryone in our Trust.
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COMMUNITY, CHALLENGLE, CARE

‘Let us consider how we can spur each
other on to love and good works’
Hebrews 10:24
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